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diculows, even in dreams, and diſtrafted imaginations, than 
the things which have been enterrain'd by great numbers of 
wild, and extrevagant , than many about Religion'y which 

: been belicv'd firmly, and zc/ouſly promoted, and fiere(y 

D3 


which prevail with his Judgment : and ſo Jpnorance is at the 
believe that, which he doth not rhink is trac, though be 
taind, or to ſuſpend the exerciſe of it, (as often times they 
.£d into the fort of meer Diſſenters in Opinion, concerning 

caule” he profeſſerh the belief of things that to ys ſec very | 

this other Conſideration, viz, 

over honeſt minds, and do often w#avvidebly lead them into 
Chilahrd refuſeth no folly , examines no abſurdity ; Eay- 
be not like it, This is the condition of all Man-kind in their 
comes about, that there is nothing more impoſſible, or r1- 
men, as Sacred. There are no conceits in Bedlam morc 
con- 
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"contended for, even'to Bloyd and Deſolation, by mighty 2 - 

* Fions; and whole Empires, ty Princes, and People ;* by Gre.t 

' --Mmen, and Learned ; by Devent, and Prudert, in long Succe/- 

 flons from Father to Son, many Ages together, And all 

theſe fallies have been fir impoſed by Education , and con- 

firmed by Authority, and Cuſtom; "the power of which is 

-very great, -and very few have ſtrength cnough in their Ur- 

_ deritandings to overcome ir: And in matters of Relzgton they | 

arc afraid to we rheir Reaſons againſt thoſe Follies which arc 

taught to' be Divine Diftates , above all humane Intellef, 

' and not: to be zryed, or examined by it. Upon which ac- 

counts it. hath been, that Man-kind hach been more exzra- 

vagantly mad in many Tenents about Religion, than in ny 

- thing elſe whatſocyer. For in other things the «7 of Reaſes 

1s permitted, but in Religion it hath been almoſt Univerſally 
denyed. Fe IN Of 3682 

They then, the far greare/* part of men, are ſlaves to the 

Principles in which they were Welt and our conflitution, in- 

firmity, and circumſtances are ſuch, that very few can help 

't; anderrevy in the moſt is in a manner wnavojaeble, ar lealt 

in the weaker ſort, and Herd of men: For they have »» 

doubts, about what they have been always Taught ; and have 

Bitte or no capacity, inclnation,” or vportunity, to Examine : 

' So that *tis morally impoſſible for them to free themſelves 

from the prejudices they lie under, And conſequently we 

ought not to judge them 7»fincere, becauſe they profeſs things 


mmcredible, and ridiculous ; or hate them for belicving them, 
when *tis ſo difficult, and ſo almoſt impoſſible; thar they thou [d 
do otherwiſe. | A IE \ 

_ Andyet we are further to conſider, how much thaſe that 
differ from -us, and eyyre in the things in which they differ, 
are to be atbwed upon; the account of the Aurhbority', and 
 - Exiimple of many Hearne,” wiſe prone; and devour Men that 
7”  nſirute, and zwcourage them in their way ;, and deeply threaten 
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avy divesſion Trom it, This is a mig hty prejudice, when "tis 


'0a'tne fde-of Errour, .ard;no doubt, many honeſt minds are 


carryed awiy byit, © We are naturally apt to follow' others, 


eſpzcially 7hoſe rizat we eſteem and *cis reaſonable to do fo 
in things, that we are not'ſo well 'able to judge of our 
ſelves ;'and modeſt ro permit our judgments to be inclin'd 
'by tie ſexſe of rhoſe that are wiſer, and better. 'So thar 
'He may be 2 good min, and a lover of 'Trath,, that yet is 


much <Mifaten in his Opinion; which,in ſuch a caſe as rhiv,is 


his Unhappineſs, not-his Fault. 
And I may add the otherthing mention'd, viz, that we 
«ought to allow our. erring brother for the' fair, and ſpecions 


 pretenſes Which many errors plead for themſelves as 4#- 


tiquity, Piety, Conſent of Churches,(Reverend Names,) Spiri- 
tuality , Gods Glory , Goſpel-Light , and Liberty, and many 
'other ſuch, which ſound well, and: fray much with many 


very piows pcople who are taken with the pretenſe, but are. 


'not 'able to diſcern the fallacy ; and ſo ſwallow the errour 
for the ſake of thoſe fire Names, wherewith it is gilded: In 
which caſe alſo, there is /firmity, and Misfortune, that re- 
' quire our P7ty, and our Charity ; but zething that can juſtifie 
out Rage or Hatred, Yea, why ſhould we not rather Love 
' him' for the Zeal and Reſpett he hath to thoſe good*things, 
\the ſhadows of which have deceived him , rather than Hate 
. | him for his wea{zeſs in Miſtaking 2 And for thoſe that are fo 
Riged to the Infirmities of Miſtaken Judgments, I wiſh they 
'would Confider,” | 
HVLY That in many things they erre themſetves ; and there- 
'fore ſhall have weed of the Charity of others. There is none 
'of us, I hope, ſo immodeſt, as to ſay,.or think, that hets 
'miſtatea in nothing : If any do, char perſon erres more, than 
"moſt 'of rhoſe whole Errours he cenſures. And if he acknow- 
-Tedgeth that heeeyres in ſome things, though he knows not the 
/ \ particulars,” he is himſelf concerned 1n the pleator Cha) 
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weee well confder'd, IncereÞ might perhaps eff that i 
ſome, which ſenſe of D#ty cannot, | t 


_ Now in; all chis, 1 have no intention to make. dpolegies 
jor Errour, but to lay ſure grounds for Univerſal Love; and 
whar I have (aid,. is notfor rhe Intereſt of an 1; er gt Sett, 
but it. is the joxze concern of aff: parties in Religion, fince 
they all equally weed each others Chari. IF any mas be 

think I would have him be 299 4ind to the Er- 


A : 


s of, Sets, theſe I confeſs. ate very 
Keteſable ; and. ris very hard npt to be warmed 
n. by chem. Theſe ue Yikes» 20d nmr 
and aughr, to manifeſt his reſentmenrs 
Fes PS [5 f > <1 >] "me 


2 
+ ſuch-hatelul and deadly evils. Thus of my Confide "yy 
the CAUTIONS under the following | 
Heads. = | — 24 7 TH one 
\(I.) Beware of inordinate Admiration, and Love of any 


_ | Set, Whenwe paſhonately Admire a Party, we are apt to: 


Deſpiſe them that differ from ir, and to confine the Charch 
to theſe of that perticuler way, Hence it is that. fond Ops- 
nators inveſt their beloved Congregation with all the glorious 
 Priviledges, and Titles, makin Angels of their own men : 
when as for others, they look down upon them, as heretical, 
ot carnal, as formal people, or meerly meral, who are 
ſtrangers to Gea'F Grace, and Covenant, and ignotant of the 
myſteries of Faith and Religion; and therefore they will not 
fefile themſelves with their Converſation, nor come into: 
their Afetmblies. They look upon the reft of Chriſtians 
with an eye of pride, and ſcorn, and affe#edly thank God 
that they are not like theſe Publicans, ' thele men of the world. 
They hug themſelves in the dear opinion of their: own Zoghr; 
and conclude aff others to be in Darkneſs. They heap mp 

Teachers to themſelves, 2 Tim. 4. 3. and doat upon their 
own Apbſtles.” I am for Paul, or lan for Apelips, or T am 
for Cephas. This is a pretious man, or that is 4 Goſpel-Preachers;,. 
ſucha one is very. Powerful, and ſucha one is, very Sweet, 
and Spiritnel ; and O how Beautiful are the Feet. of hoſe Meſ- 
wmgers of $009 tydings to them, while they aſſure them by the 
P.. &5 of their Seft, tiac they are God's Poculiay,. and Choſen 


Fg 


© | Which Pondneſs were not fo Miſcheivone, if at the ſame 
rime all others were not counted Reprobates and Gr deg 4 
Birr zh followes, \and many other you evils : endleſs Ex- 
| moities are begun, and (harity is deſtroyed, and. the _fonnde- 
ties is layed for Cruclap, and Perſecution : and Gods goodneſs, 
 *Waich ts ro his whole Church, is wronged be being _ | 
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RA r Proud expreſſions concerning-themſelves, 
and their Party ;' by their (anting, and Myſterioweneſs of” 
their Phraſes ; Their Mouth ſpeabeth g2eat ſwelling 
1020S, ('5) By cheir fond Admiration of their own Peo- 
ple, Having mens Perſons in Admiration. (5) By 
their Proud dScorn, they are called MPockers, wer. 18. 
(17) By their Separation, ver. 19. Theſe be they who Se- 
parate zhemſelves, 3) By their real Senſwality , and ſelf- 
pleaſing, under great Boaſts, and pretenſions to the Spire ; 
ſenſual, baving not the Spirit. his is the Apoltles de- 
ſcription of the firſt Separatiſts , the Grnefficks, who' admi- 
red themſelves, and withdrew from the Communion of ,0- 
ther Chriſtians, under pretenſe of greater Holineſs : And 
I could wiſhthey had had no Succefſors among us; and 
they will have the fewer, if we learn to avoid the unduc 
<Aamiration of any particular Set. | 

| My next Caution, is, 

| (Il.) That you avoid eager, and paſſionate Diſputes, in 
theſe, Charity is always loft, and Truth ſeldom, or never 
found. When the Paſſion 1s raiſed, the Fudgement is gone; 
and there is no ſecing to the bortows in diffurbed, and mud- 
died waters, *'Tis the calm, and quiet confiderer that finds 
Truth, while the hot, and confident diſputer looſerh both 
himſclf, and it ; when his paſſion is once kindled, he can- 
not ſpeak any thing pertinently himſelf, nor underſtand whact 
is ſpoken to Anu. by another ; and fo can neither con- 
vince, nor be convinced. ' If thou' differ with thy brother 
then, do not ruffle with him in vehement diſputes, but re- 
member the Apologue. The Sun and Wind contended for 
the Travellers Cloak ; the Find bluſtered about him, and 
endeavoured to prevail by rudeneſs, and violence; bur 
with this bad ſucceſs, that the man held his Garment the 
faſter for it : At length, the _ ſhines forth mn | 
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and infiuuating beam, \which warnicd him gently, antby 
degrees; and thenthe Traveller put his Cloak from him, 
If thou artidefirous to prevail with thyifriend to Jay down 
his Opinion, «ſſa«tr* him nor by the fiercencſs of arfpures , 
i For ſuch artempts will 'but raiſe his poſion, and Hhar will 
make him iſtick the cloſer 1to his 'Errour 5 but ſhire upon 
him with a ca/w light , iwſinucte thy better principle by 
modeſt, and gentle {uggeſtions. ' He that hath wedded any 
falſhood, hath many- prejudices | azainft the cormtrary Truth ; 
and theſe are not tobe forn of all at once, but ſof7ty, 
and :by degrees to be wwwonnd, This is the likelicſt: way 
to prevail upon 'Diſſenters ; or, if at any time it fails of 
its ſucceſs., \rhere is however os hwre done: (Charity and 
Peace 'are preſerved, which are 'much better , than moſt 
Opinions for which we contend. Whereas by Diſputes 
men are mutually provoked, and rempred to' pour forth 
many /d/e, and many bitter words ; ht quiet and remper 
of their minds is &ffarbed , and likely the Peace of others 
alſo : They are brought »o'whit nearer eachother, in their 
Tudgments, "but put at a much greater diſtance, in their 
ecdions ; Whereas by the other method of calm proceed- 
ing all cheſe evils are voided. _ Pa 


: 


. *Tis true, 'we' arc: commanded to cortend earneſtly for 
the faith that was once delivered to the Stints, YUDE 3. Bur 
the Faith there meant, dorhinot confilt in points of dowbr- 
ful diſputation , but'iin the' Fundamental Atticle - of Chyi/t 
Feſws, being the "Mafia, joyn'd with a wertuous and boly 
.converſation ;* and rhe perſons againſt whom thoſe p7imireve 
_ 'Ciriſtians were to coxrend, were Cingedip iP char deny- 
ed the only Lord God, and owr Lord Feſms Chriſt, ver. 5, For 
theſe Eſſextia/ matters, we'w4y, and we oyghtto'be carmeſt ; 
bur Contention aboun /efjer things, ' is called by rhe Apoſtle, 
 Perverſe-Diſpnting, 'a2d reckoned as the efe(7 of pride, 


and 


. 


| 


Gus Tywth is the- pretenſe ; of every Party) and being «#- 


| and i2»oramce, vTim EE; 5, And-hence I paſs'to 2 Third 


| theſe wc may, no doubr, be raven and :houghtful.; and 
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Carntion, which is this, « [GRE 
- | (I8L.) Beware of Zeal about Opinions ; by, which, I mean 
all the: Propoſitions of /eſs centarnty: or ' confequence : About 


our ſearch» wilbbe commendable, while we-manage it wich 
modeſty, and caution; in order to the gaining more AMrives, 
and azretfions for a vertuous Prattice : Bur to be eager in 
them, and to diſturb the peace: of Socicties for their: ſakes ; 
this is a vitiow, and dargerow: exceſs, deſtruRive to Chri- 
ftian Charity, and the publick weal, and order. 1435 the: 

| There is nothing hath done the world . more miſchief, 
than evarſcreet, unſeaſonable Zeal for Truths, while men have 
not made a difference berween hoſe, - that are weceſſary. to be A 
balieved, and known ; and thoſe others, which may ſfe/y be "+ 
doubted, and denjed. 'Tis a great and dangerous miſtake 3 
to think, that we ought to publiſh, and propagate all 'the 
Truth we know, For every man thinks his own Opimions 
about Religion, Gods Trath ; and nature inclines men to de- 
fire ro _beger their own image upon other mens mindsy, and 
if this be- made a Piny too, every man-will be a Teacher 
of all the-reſt ; and no man will ler his brother bear quier, 
oc. This man is ready to 61rf till he hath given himſelf 
vent, and the other is as impatient, til} he hath comrre- 
diffed what he hath faid :' Both are-'zealous to Proſeipte 
each other , -and »eirher can be comrented with a fingle con- 
queſt, "till the pxb/xt be diſturbed. - Theſe ate ſome of the 
effects of opinionative: eral, and we know it by & dear 6x- 
perience. Here is the ſource of. all Divifſes, and Sette, 


honed <lenfelves, .chey all think they ought'to' ang myen 
alt orhery t and choſe  Tigh15 nvcoting; "tit "bring. infinite) 
reflecdrd, Vegeta flame berween chem, in which all of t 
| Z | E 2 \ 9 
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E and Peace are conſumed. 
If therefore we are friends to Chriſtian Love , let us 


5 
Po 
- 


FR 
go 


avoid, and oppole, this its moſt 'fata/ enemy ; and confi- 


'not be zealous for more truth, than whar 
God hath'made neceſſery, and ought noito be zealows for more, 
than what Scripeare and Reaſorr have made certain ; That the 


Neceſſary, and certain things are very few, and the remeter 


dodrines difficult, and deep ; That we may eafily be deceived 
in ſpeculative points, where ſo much acuteneſs, and freedom, 
and>ceres and diligence is, neediul;, That the greateſt part 
imbrace Shadows.,..-and | their : Zeal fof folly, and falſbeod : 
Thar'our brethren may. be geed, men, though they ander- 
ftand not many things that we know 3 or erre-in many in 
which we judge RC + That the benefits of an Opinion, .it 
erue, willnot make amends for the trouble, and diſturbance, 
that is. made to pramote-it ; and That Charity is more va- 
luable than Knowledge, x Co2.8. x. x Coz. 13. | 


. If we thus Conſider, we. ſhall be contented with the ſatic- 


f«&ions of our own minds, -and not be Angry with others 


becauſe they will not take ws for their Gaides ; we ſhall exer- 
ciſe our Zeal 'upon the weceſſary , ver#4in things , | and our 


. Charity about the reſt; we ſhall inform our brother who 


needs, or defires it; and lethim alone when it may do him, 
or others hurt to diſturb him; we ſhall propoſe-our Opini- 
ons ſeaſonably, and modeſtly, and be willing that men ſhould 


| receive them, as they caw.z we ſhall not be concerned at any 
 Dians: Miſteke, that doth not miniſter to' Yice, and when it 


ſhall prudently, and calmly endeavour to retifie his 
thoughts; we ſhall converſe indifforenth with all Perſwaſions 
without 1 ng ,and- diſcord. ; and exerciſe our Charity,aud 
ds the- Geng men /of any-ſort. Thus our Zeal 

urther in order tot, I. propoſe this laſt Canrion. + - 
| FR 7 , (IV.) Bes 


-D> 


Good will rowar 


- (IV.) Bewere of cenſuring, and afixin odious Names and 
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conſequences upon the per ſons or opinions of Diſſenters. He tha. 


Cenſures another, in part Hates him, and wants many degrees 
of that Charity the Apoſtle commends, and deſcribes, 1 £02. 
I3, 4,5 6, 7. Which beareth all things, hopeth all things, be- 
lieveth all xs. » endureth all things. He that Rails at his 
Neighbour forhis Opinion, wants orly power to Perſecute him 
for it: yea, even this is a kind of Perſecution ; for there is a 


perſecution of the Towgue, as well as of the Hand; and He 


that Ipjures his Brother in his Name, is a Perſecutoy, as well 


"as the other, thar hurrs him in his Body or Efare. Let us 


take heed then, leſt we become guilty by faſtning names of 


Reproach upon thoſe of different Judgment ; and faſtning 
the odjors conſequences that we owr ſelves make upon our 
Neighbour, as his Opinion. Both zhefe are very common, and 
the Spight, and '1njwſtice of them do exccedingly exaſperate 
our Spirits, and ex | 
| Trath is expoſed to contempt, and ſc 
and there is zoxe ſo Sacred, birt its Adverſaries have made ir. 


a deformed Vizard, to bring it under the Hatred and Reproaches. 


of the Ignorant'; and that which hath an Ugly Face, is more 


e our PETIT By this way,” 
orngas well as Falſhood; 


Bo 43 . 4 - '; D 
” « 4 - 
P.- þ- - 
. F; - : 
. 


Catholick Chari |  . 
-” #_ atobattr ned * Ke l 


— 


than helf condemned among the generality of men,. who can- 


not diftinguith the z7re complexion , from the aire that is. 
thrown uponit. This the Zealots of all Parties very well 
underſtand, when they run down many things by a Vile name 
which they cannot Confute by Argument. *Tis but raiſing 
the Cry of _Arminianiſm, Socinianiſn, Popery, Pelapianiſm, 
and ſach like upon them ; and all other Refutation is Super- 
fuous. Theſel mention not our of Favour, but for Inſtance ; 
*and tis |the. like in many other caſes. Thus apt are men to 
frighted, by Bugbeer Names, form Trath, and Charity. And 
this is Swper/titzew in the true ſenſe , to be afraid of things in. 

| which there i« no hurt ; and itis a eras by the Ulachari- 
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f. our own conſequences\upon- our brothers Op;. 
on ; This we think. follows, and then make no-Scruple ro ſay, 
'ns his Opinion ; woen he hates, and diſowns its, and would 
zuit his Tenent, if he thought any ſuch thing were a conſe- 
wence from'ict. And thus. af are our differences heightned, 
and rendred almoſt incurable. ' ak, | 
If then'we have any kindneſs for Charity and-Chriftian Love, 
Kt us take care of ſuch {oo A em; "a A true Catho- 
lick ſhould not take any Neme to himlelf, but hat of a Chri- 
4p ; not Reproach any other with any Style of Infamy. He 
fſhonld not, and canner in Modeſty, or Fuftice, charge his bro- 
cher with any Opizioz which he will not. own, though he never 
" fo cleatly fee that it may be concluded, from what he believes 
and akot. If men would learn to be thus, Fair, and Carn- 
di, to each other, our Differences would be reduced to a ner-" 
rower Circle ; and there might be ſome hopes that Peace and 
Love would revive, ahd flouriſh in our Borders. 


IF any now ſhould ask me, Whether this Do&rine, of 
Unrverſal Love, do. not tend. to. Vniverſal Toleration? | 
ſhould anfiyer, that thus far it doth; viz. that all private 
perfons ſhould Tolerate cach other, and bear with their 
brother's 1»firmities ; That ev 
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in /t, | ONLY 1dy, that lo MUCN 
conſitt with the Intereſts of Religion, and Publick Safety, may 


With God the Father, and God the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed 
all Glory, and worſbip, henceforth, and for ever. 


